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Sir: 

The references listed in the attached form PTO-1449 are cited pursuant 
to Rule 37 C.F.R. 1.56 to meet the duty to disclose to the Patent Office all 
information known to the inventor, attorney or any other person who is substantively 
involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application or who is associated 
with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to 
assign the application. 

If a written English-language translation of a non-English language 
document, or portion thereof, is within the possession, custody or control of, or is 
readily available to any individual designated in § 1.56(c), a copy of the translation 
accompanies this Statement. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and (e)(1) this Information Disclosure 
Statement includes the following Certification that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing date of this Statement. 
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If applicable, copies of the International Search Report and any foreign 
patent office Search Report are enclosed for the Examiner's use, and these reports 
indicate the relevance of the cited references according to the respective search 
authorities. 

These references constitute all the information of which the individuals 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) are currently aware that have not been previously 
disclosed to the patent office in the above identified patent application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG, BASILE, HANLON, MacFARLANE, WOOD 
& HELMHOLDT, P C. ^ a 




Thomas D. HelmholUt/ 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 33181 
(248) 649-3333 

3001 West Big Beaver Rd., Suite 624 
Troy, Michigan 48084-3107 
Dated: January 8, 2004 
TDH/sem 
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